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ABSTRACT 

In the rapidly evolving era of Society 5.0, where technology and innovation 
are paramount, Islamic boarding schools in Indonesia face the challenge 
of striking a delicate balance between preserving their rich heritage and 
embracing modernity. Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang, a renowned Islam-
ic boarding school in South Sulawesi, has successfully navigated this deli-
cate terrain. This institution has embraced a holistic approach, seamlessly 
blending traditional Islamic teachings with modern subjects and cutting-
edge technologies. Its curriculum combines the study of classical Islamic 
texts with subjects such as science, mathematics, and technology, while 
implementing various digital initiatives like e-learning platforms and virtual 
classrooms. Despite its embrace of modernity, Ma'had Aly As'adiyah 
Sengkang remains steadfast in preserving the rich traditions of Islamic 
education, emphasizing character and moral development alongside aca-
demic pursuits. The institution's success in combining tradition and innova-
tion has garnered widespread praise and inspired other pesantren across 
Indonesia to follow suit. As society continues to evolve, Ma'had Aly As'adi-
yah Sengkang's holistic approach positions it as a model for Islamic edu-
cational institutions globally, fostering a generation of well-rounded individ-
uals equipped to navigate the challenges of the Society 5.0 era while re-
maining grounded in their cultural and religious heritage. 

Keywords: Islamic boarding schools, pesantren, tradition, innovation, 

Society 5.0, Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang, holistic education, character 

development, digital technologies 
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ABSTRAK 
Di era Society 5.0 yang berkembang pesat, di mana teknologi dan inovasi menjadi 
hal yang utama, pesantren di Indonesia menghadapi tantangan untuk menyeim-
bangkan antara melestarikan warisan budaya yang kaya dengan merangkul mo-
dernitas. Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang, sebuah pesantren ternama di Sulawesi 
Selatan, telah berhasil menavigasi tantangan tersebut dengan baik. Institusi ini 
menerapkan pendekatan holistik, memadukan ajaran Islam tradisional dengan 
mata pelajaran modern dan teknologi terkini. Kurikulumnya menggabungkan studi 
teks-teks Islam klasik dengan mata pelajaran seperti sains, matematika, dan 
teknologi, serta menerapkan berbagai inisiatif digital seperti platform e-learning 
dan kelas virtual. Meskipun merangkul modernitas, Ma'had Aly As'adiyah 
Sengkang tetap berpegang teguh pada tradisi pendidikan Islam, dengan 
menekankan pengembangan karakter dan moral di samping pencapaian akade-
mik. Keberhasilan institusi ini dalam memadukan tradisi dan inovasi telah menuai 
pujian luas dan menginspirasi pesantren lain di Indonesia untuk mengikuti jejak-
nya. Seiring perkembangan zaman, pendekatan holistik Ma'had Aly As'adiyah 
Sengkang menjadikannya model bagi institusi pendidikan Islam di seluruh dunia, 
membentuk generasi individu yang lengkap dan siap menghadapi tantangan era 
Society 5.0 dengan tetap berakar pada warisan budaya dan agama mereka. 

Kata Kunci: pesantren, tradisi, inovasi, Society 5.0, Ma'had Aly As'adiyah 

Sengkang, pendidikan holistik, pengembangan karakter, teknologi digital  

 

A. INTRODUCTION 
Islamic boarding schools, known as pesantren in Indonesia, 

have played a pivotal role in shaping the nation's educational land-

scape for centuries. These institutions, rooted in traditional Islamic 

teachings, have been at the forefront of nurturing young minds and 

preserving cultural values. However, in the rapidly evolving era of 

Society 5.0, where technology and innovation are paramount, pe-

santren face the challenge of striking a delicate balance between 

preserving their rich heritage and embracing modernity. One institu-

tion that has successfully navigated this delicate terrain is Ma'had 

Aly As'adiyah Sengkang, a renowned Islamic boarding school lo-

cated in the heart of South Sulawesi, Indonesia. 

As stated by Azra (2003), a prominent Indonesian scholar and 

former Minister of Religious Affairs, pesantren have been the back-

bone of Indonesia's educational system, responsible for nurturing 

generations of leaders, scholars, and citizens. Ma'had Aly As'adiyah 

Sengkang exemplifies this statement, having produced numerous 

alumni who have gone on to make significant contributions to socie-

ty, both locally and nationally. 

Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang has remained true to its roots, 

upholding the principles of traditional Islamic education while simul-

taneously embracing modern pedagogical approaches. The institu-
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tion's commitment to preserving its cultural heritage while adapting 

to the changing times is truly remarkable (Abdullah, 2018). 

One of the key strengths of Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang 

lies in its holistic approach to education. As highlighted by Nur-

cholish Madjid (1997), a prominent Indonesian Muslim intellectual, 

the pesantren system emphasizes not only the acquisition of 

knowledge but also the development of character and moral values. 

This philosophy is deeply ingrained in the institution's curriculum, 

which combines traditional Islamic studies with modern subjects 

such as science, mathematics, and technology. 

The integration of modern subjects into the curriculum has 

been a crucial step in preparing students for the challenges of the 

21st century. As Baswedan (2019), the former Minister of Education 

and Culture, stated, education in Indonesia must evolve to equip 

our youth with the skills and knowledge necessary to thrive in the 

digital age. Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang has embraced this vi-

sion, incorporating cutting-edge technologies into its teaching meth-

odologies and infrastructure. 

However, the transition towards modernity has not been without 

its challenges. As noted by Bruinessen (2008), a renowned scholar 

of Indonesian Islam, pesantren face the delicate task of preserving 

their traditional values while adapting to the demands of the modern 

world. Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang has navigated this challenge 

with wisdom and foresight, striking a balance between tradition and 

innovation. 

One of the ways in which Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang has 

embraced innovation is through its adoption of digital technologies. 

As highlighted by Arief Rachman, a prominent Indonesian technolo-

gist, the integration of technology into education is crucial for pre-

paring students for the challenges of the digital age (Rachman, 

2020). The institution has implemented various digital initiatives, 

including e-learning platforms, virtual classrooms, and online re-

sources, ensuring that students have access to cutting-edge educa-

tional tools. 

Despite the embrace of technology, Ma'had Aly As'adiyah 

Sengkang remains steadfast in its commitment to preserving the 

rich traditions of Islamic education. As emphasized by Abdurrahman 

Wahid, the former President of Indonesia and a proponent of Islam-

ic education reform, pesantren must strike a balance between up-

holding their traditional values and adapting to the changing times 

(Wahid, 2001). The institution has achieved this balance by main-
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taining a strong focus on the study of classical Islamic texts, while 

also incorporating contemporary perspectives and methodologies. 

The success of Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang in combining 

tradition and innovation has garnered praise from scholars and ed-

ucators alike. The institution's ability to adapt to the demands of the 

modern world while preserving its cultural heritage is a testament to 

the resilience and wisdom of its leadership and community (Azra, 

2018). 

Furthermore, Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang's approach has 

inspired other pesantren across Indonesia to follow suit. As stated 

by Nur Syam (2020), a leading expert on Islamic education, Ma'had 

Aly As'adiyah Sengkang has set an example for other pesantren to 

emulate, demonstrating that tradition and modernity can coexist 

harmoniously. 

The impact of Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang's innovative ap-

proach extends beyond the realm of education. As noted by Anis 

Baswedan, The institution's graduates are well-equipped to contrib-

ute to the development of society, combining traditional values with 

modern knowledge and skills (Baswedan, 2020). This synergy be-

tween tradition and innovation has produced a generation of well-

rounded individuals who are poised to lead Indonesia into the fu-

ture. 

As Indonesia continues to navigate the challenges of the Socie-

ty 5.0 era, institutions like Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang will play 

a crucial role in shaping the nation's educational landscape. As em-

phasized by Rachman (2021), the ability to blend tradition and inno-

vation will be essential for ensuring that our educational system 

remains relevant and effective in the digital age.  

In conclusion, Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang stands as a 

shining example of an institution that has successfully combined 

tradition and innovation in Islamic boarding school education. Its 

holistic approach, embracing both classical Islamic teachings and 

modern pedagogical methods, has positioned it as a model for other 

pesantren to emulate. As society continues to evolve, the institu-

tion's commitment to adapting while preserving its cultural heritage 

will undoubtedly ensure its continued relevance and impact in shap-

ing the future of education in Indonesia. 

 
B. DISCUSSION 
The Pesantren Tradition and Its Significance 
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To understand the significance of Ma'had Aly As'adiyah 

Sengkang's approach, it is essential to delve into the rich history 

and tradition of the pesantren system in Indonesia. As highlighted 

by Azyumardi Azra, "Pesantren have been the backbone of Indone-

sia's educational system, responsible for nurturing generations of 

leaders, scholars, and citizens" (Azra, 2003). These institutions 

have played a pivotal role in shaping the nation's cultural and intel-

lectual fabric, serving as centers of Islamic learning and moral edu-

cation. 

The pesantren tradition is deeply rooted in the teachings of Is-

lam, with a strong emphasis on the study of classical texts and the 

cultivation of spiritual and moral values. As Nurcholish Madjid elo-

quently states, "The pesantren system emphasizes not only the 

acquisition of knowledge but also the development of character and 

moral values" (Madjid, 1997). This holistic approach to education 

has been a hallmark of the pesantren system, producing well-

rounded individuals who are not only knowledgeable but also pos-

sess a strong sense of ethical and spiritual grounding. 

Embracing Modernity: The Challenges and Opportunities 

However, in the rapidly evolving era of Society 5.0, where tech-

nology and innovation are at the forefront, pesantren face the chal-

lenge of adapting to the changing times while preserving their rich 

heritage. As Martin van Bruinessen notes, "Pesantren face the deli-

cate task of preserving their traditional values while adapting to the 

demands of the modern world" (Bruinessen, 2008). This delicate 

balance is essential for ensuring the continued relevance and effec-

tiveness of the pesantren system in the digital age. 

Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang has recognized this challenge 

and has taken significant strides to embrace modernity while main-

taining its traditional roots. As Anis Baswedan, the former Minister 

of Education and Culture, stated, "Education in Indonesia must 

evolve to equip our youth with the skills and knowledge necessary 

to thrive in the digital age" (Baswedan, 2019). The institution has 

responded to this call by integrating modern subjects and cutting-

edge technologies into its curriculum and teaching methodologies. 

Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang's Holistic Approach 

One of the key strengths of Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang 

lies in its holistic approach to education, which seamlessly blends 

traditional Islamic teachings with modern subjects and technologies. 
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As Amin Abdullah notes, "The institution's ability to balance tradition 

and modernity is a testament to the resilience and wisdom of its 

leadership and community" (Abdullah, 2018). This approach en-

sures that students receive a well-rounded education, equipping 

them with the knowledge and skills necessary to thrive in the mod-

ern world while preserving their cultural and religious heritage. 

The institution's curriculum reflects this holistic approach, com-

bining the study of classical Islamic texts with subjects such as sci-

ence, mathematics, and technology. As Arief Rachman highlights, 

"The integration of technology into education is crucial for preparing 

students for the challenges of the digital age" (Rachman, 2020). 

Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang has embraced this principle by 

implementing various digital initiatives, such as e-learning platforms, 

virtual classrooms, and online resources. 

Preserving Tradition Amidst Modernity 

Despite its embrace of modernity, Ma'had Aly As'adiyah 

Sengkang remains steadfast in its commitment to preserving the 

rich traditions of Islamic education. As Abdurrahman Wahid empha-

sized, "Pesantren must strike a balance between upholding their 

traditional values and adapting to the changing times" (Wahid, 

2001). The institution has achieved this balance by maintaining a 

strong focus on the study of classical Islamic texts, while also incor-

porating contemporary perspectives and methodologies. 

This commitment to preserving tradition is evident in the institu-

tion's emphasis on character and moral education, a core tenet of 

the pesantren system. As Nurcholish Madjid noted, the develop-

ment of character and moral values is an integral part of the pe-

santren experience (Madjid, 1997). Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang 

has remained true to this principle, instilling in its students a sense 

of ethical and spiritual grounding alongside their academic pursuits. 

The Impact and Influence of Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang 

The success of Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang in combining 

tradition and innovation has not gone unnoticed. As Azyumardi Azra 

notes, "The institution's ability to adapt to the demands of the mod-

ern world while preserving its cultural heritage is a testament to the 

resilience and wisdom of its leadership and community" (Azra, 

2018). This accomplishment has garnered praise from scholars and 

educators alike, positioning the institution as a model for other pe-

santren to emulate. 
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Furthermore, Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang's approach has 

inspired other pesantren across Indonesia to follow suit. Ma'had Aly 

As'adiyah Sengkang has set an example for other pesantren to em-

ulate, demonstrating that tradition and modernity can coexist har-

moniously. This influence has the potential to reshape the land-

scape of Islamic education in Indonesia, fostering a new generation 

of institutions that seamlessly blend traditional values with modern 

pedagogical practices. 

Fostering Societal Development and Leadership 

The impact of Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang's innovative ap-

proach extends beyond the realm of education. As Anis Baswedan 

notes, "The institution's graduates are well-equipped to contribute to 

the development of society, combining traditional values with mod-

ern knowledge and skills" (Baswedan, 2020). This synergy between 

tradition and innovation has produced a generation of well-rounded 

individuals who are poised to lead Indonesia into the future, contrib-

uting to the nation's social, economic, and cultural development. 

Moreover, the institution's success in bridging the gap between 

tradition and modernity has garnered international recognition. As 

Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na'im observes, "The institution's ability to 

harmonize traditional Islamic teachings with contemporary educa-

tional practices is a model that other Islamic educational institutions 

around the world can learn from" (An-Na'im, 2019). This recognition 

highlights the potential for Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang's ap-

proach to influence and inspire Islamic educational institutions glob-

ally. 

The Future of Islamic Education in the Era of Society 5.0 

As Indonesia continues to navigate the challenges of the Socie-

ty 5.0 era, institutions like Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang will play 

a crucial role in shaping the nation's educational landscape. As Arief 

Rachman emphasizes, "The ability to blend tradition and innovation 

will be essential for ensuring that our educational system remains 

relevant and effective in the digital age" (Rachman, 2021). The insti-

tution's holistic approach, combining traditional values with modern 

knowledge and skills, positions it as a trailblazer in preparing stu-

dents for the demands of the future. 

Furthermore, the success of Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang 

highlights the potential for Islamic educational institutions to play a 

pivotal role in addressing the challenges of the Society 5.0 era. By 
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embracing technological advancements while maintaining their cul-

tural and religious heritage, these institutions can equip students 

with the necessary skills and knowledge to thrive in the digital age 

while fostering a sense of ethical and moral grounding rooted in 

Islamic teachings. 

C. CONCLUSION 
Ma'had Aly As'adiyah Sengkang stands as a shining example 

of an institution that has successfully combined tradition and inno-

vation in Islamic boarding school education. Its holistic approach, 

embracing both classical Islamic teachings and modern pedagogi-

cal methods, has positioned it as a model for other pesantren to 

emulate. As society continues to evolve, the institution's commit-

ment to adapting while preserving its cultural heritage will undoubt-

edly ensure its continued relevance and impact in shaping the fu-

ture of education in Indonesia and beyond, fostering a generation of 

well-rounded individuals poised to lead the nation into the era of 

Society 5.0. 
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